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STATEMENT REGARDING FULL COMPLIANCE WITH SUPREME
COURT JUDGEMENT AND REGULATORY GUIDELINES ON STRAY
DOG MANAGEMENT AT SYMBIOSIS INTERNATIONAL (DEEMED
UNIVERSITY), OFF-CAMPUS, HYDERABAD

1. The Hon'ble Supreme Court of India, in Suo Moto Writ Petition (Civil) No. 5 of 2025, took
cognizance of the escalating public health crisis posed by stray dog attacks, particularly the
"alarming frequency" in institutional and educational areas. In its directions dated 7th
November 2025, the Court explicitly mandated that jurisdictional municipal bodies must
"forthwith remove every stray dog found within the premises of an educational institution,"
with a categorical prohibition on releasing such dogs "back to the same location" (Para 25 ‘
C). This directive underscores the paramount duty of educational institutions to safeguard
students, staff, and visitors from rabies and bite-related risks.
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2. Complementing this, the University Grants Commission (UGC) issued directions on 18
Dec 2025, requiring all higher education institutions to furnish compliance data and
implement immediate measures. Similarly, the National Medical Commission (NMC)
issued a notice on 29 December 2025, mandating the appointment of dedicated Nodal
Officers, public display of their contact details, and proactive management of the stray dog
menace on medical and educational campuses.

3. Symbiosis International (Deemed University) promptly operationalized these mandates.
Nodal Officers were nominated by Campus Administrators across all locations to
coordinate safety audits, cleanliness drives, and perimeter securing, installing barriers,
gates, and signage to deter stray entry and habitation. Notably, Symbiosis Institutes uphold
a progressive pet therapy program featuring friendly, trained dogs such as Labradors,
strategically deployed to alleviate student stress, homesickness, and anxiety. This initiative
fosters a nurturing, home-like campus environment, affirming Symbiosis's pet-friendly
ethos.

4. At the Hyderabad Campus, a multi-step compliance process was undertaken to ensure
lawful stray dog removal:

A. Campus Administration repeatedly liaised with Modallaguda Gram Panchayat, the
local authority, highlighting the growing menace of strays and documented "potential
risk of dog bites" to students and staff.

B. A formal grievance was lodged on the Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation
(GHMC) portal (Ref ID: 301265643325) on 03.01.2026. Upon submission of | = 7L 1
grievance, GHMC directed that the campus falls under Ranga Reddy District and | %/
GHMC would not be in a position to address the grievances. \ '
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C. The Campus Administration started engaging with Modallaguda Gram panchayat
authorities for coordinated action thereafter. The Campus Administration also
confirmed independently that Gram Panchayat is undertaking stray dog catching
drives in adjacent villages.

D. On 09.01.2026, a detailed letter was issued to the Sarpanch of Modallaguda Gram
Panchayat seeking action. The letter highlighted the Supreme Court’s requirement
that strays in educational institutions must be removed. The letter documented the
increasing " menace " of the strays and the "potential risk of dog bites," fulfilling the
University’s duty of care toward its students and staff.

E. Inresponse to the letter and with involvement of Gram Panchayat officials, the Gram
Panchayat teams with Mr Ramesh undertook the removal of 06 aggressive stray dogs
in a fully humane manner and avoiding any injury. Photographic evidence of the
entire exercise, including transport vehicles, was furnished to Tahsildar, Nandigama
on 13.01.2026. ‘

F. Upon issuance of the communication, and seeking appropriate action through the
concerned government department, the responsibility for the method of relocation and
the destination of the dogs is shifted to the local government authority, as per the law.

5. Post-removal, some concerns have been raised. All including the members of the Student
Council, have been apprised that these measures are non-discretionary under Supreme
Court orders, prioritizing human safety without prejudice to animal welfare protocols.

6. Symbiosis International (Deemed University) affirms its commitment to these directives,

having transformed campus premises into secure, stray-free zones through local bodies,
which is for risk mitigation, ensuring a safe learning environment for students and staff.

Anything appearing on social media or any other medium which is contrary to or inconsistent
with what is written above, is incorrect.
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